THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CYCLONE-MARAK
St. Joseph, Cyclone & Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Marak.
Mailing address: 20120 FM 485, Burlington, TX 76519... Phone 254 985-2280.
Email: cyclone.marak@gmail.com. Pastor: Rev. Ranjan Cletus

Web address: stjcyclone.org

The Sacraments
Baptism: Saturday after Mass. Please contact the pastor for scheduling a meeting with him; a preparation
program may be needed. Parents must be registered parishioners of St Joseph, Cyclone or Sts Cyril & Meth-

odius, Marak.
Confessions: SATURDAYS 4:00-5:00 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT.

Marriage: Couples planning to be married should contact the pastor at least six months in advance before
you set the date of wedding. Completion of required paperwork and a preparation program needed.

JUNE 29, 2025 SS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES

These are the ones who, living in the flesh, planted the Church with their blood; they drank the chalice of the Lord and became friends of God.

How does one know where to stand? As a Christian, how do you know? What church or denomination should you join, what teaching
should you follow, what discipline should you embrace? How does one discern right belief, that is, orthodoxy? Of all that’s out there, of
all that’s called Christian, from the good to the grotesque, how does one choose the right path? These are real questions. Considering
all the many churches, the many variations on theological matters, the innumerable churches and denominations, each teaching this
and that, each confession slightly different from the next, you likely understand the genuine religious confusion I’'m trying to describe.
Especially if you’re a convert, or if you’ve ever been a spiritual seeker of any kind, you know what | mean. If you’ve ever shopped for a
church, ever wondered where to go; maybe at the beginning of your faith, you didn’t have the faintest idea where to look, where to
find authentic truth. Where does one find the true faith, the true Gospel of Jesus Christ? It’s not always easy. It can be very confusing.

Believe it or not, though, these are ancient questions. In the late second century, St. Irenaeus of Lyons asked quite similar questions.
He was wondering how to navigate the confused and spliced-together teachings of various sects we today call Gnostics — Valentinians,
the followers of Basilides, and so on. Their teachings, although at times complex, elegant and impressive, were nonetheless finally in-
coherent. Trying to make sense of them was like trying to “braid ropes of sand,” Irenaeus said; at the end, none of it made sense

“Against Heresies” 1.8.1). What, then, should a believer do? How does one know where to stand? St. Irenaeus’ answer was simple:

tand with the apostles. Irenaeus is the early church’s great champion of what we today call “apostolic succession.” It is, of course, a
biblical idea; he didn’t invent it. One can trace the notion of apostolic succession back to Paul’s missionary journeys, for instance. Also,
St. Clement of Rome talks about it a century before Irenaeus, how the apostles “appointed their first converts — after testing them by
the Spirit — to be bishops and deacons for the believers of the future.” Rather, St. Irenaeus, perhaps more than anyone else in early
Christianity, illustrated just how critical it was that one’s faith remain apostolic, that remaining in communion with truly apostolic
churches mattered to the purity and practice of the Christian faith. Irenaeus said that we know those churches that were established
by the apostles, that we can even count their successors; stick with those churches that can do that, those genuinely apostolic church-
es, he said. But then he said something even more interesting. Irenaeus talked about the church of Rome, “the church that is the great-
est, most ancient, and known to all, founded and set up by the two most glorious apostles Peter and Paul.” We should really stick with
that church, Irenaeus argued. “For it is necessary for every church — that is, the believers from everywhere — to agree with this
church, in which the tradition from the apostles has always been preserved by those who are from everywhere, because of its more
excellent origins” (“Against Heresies” 3.3.2). Irenaeus is saying here that believers should stick with the church of Rome, that in the
confusion of all the various and comﬁeting sects and teachings, half-true and false, the path one should follow is the path leading to
the church built upon the tombs of the two great apostles, Peter and Paul. That’s where believers should stand, Irenaeus said.

That’s what we celebrate on this Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, this great feast of our Catholic and Apostolic Church. We celkebrate
that fundamental, biblical truth that to be faithful is to keep both the “apostles’ teaching and fellowship” (Acts 2:42). We celebrate
that promise made to Peter by Christ himself, that Peter would be the rock upon which the Church is built, and that hell would not
overcome it (Mt 16:18). We celebrate the faith Pope Leo XIV expressed the moment he stepped out on the loggia for the first time,
literally standing above the tomb of St. Peter himself, his faith and gratitude that as the chosen “Successor of Peter” he promises to
“walk together” with us “as a church united.” How does one know where to stand? As a Christian, how do you know? For we Catho-
lics, the answer has always been apostolic, Petrine and Roman too. And hell has yet to overcome it.

Bulletin Information: Cyclone: Nancy Posvar (254 913-2696) Marak: Anna Givens 512 809-9889)

Bulletin Deadline: Please call or send by email all info for the bulletin by Wednesday before the weekend!



MINISTRIES

Saturday, July 5 Sunday, July 6

Communion: Sarah Hejl Communion: Andrew Brenek

Lector: Kim Campbell Lector: Meagan Cox
Altar Servers: K & H Hejl Altar Servers: J, ), & A Stumbaugh—R J.ahns
Ushers: Volunteers Ushers: David Kasner & Kyle Kacir
UPCOMIING MASSES MARAK MASSES
6/29 Sunday 8:15 am: + Barbara Macek by Smetana Family
+ Stanley Motl by Katherine Hubnik 6/29 Sunday 10:15 am
7/1 Tuesday 7:00 am: + Steven Martinec by Monica Mikeska 7/2 Wednesday 5:30 pm

+ Jerome Schoppe by Family
7/6 Sunday 10:15 am
7/3 Thursday 7:00 am: + Barbara Macek by David & Lois Skala
+ Viola Doskocil by Ken & Jeanette Driska

7/4 Friday 7:00 am: + Georgia Stermer by Smetana Family
+ Glenda Hesse by Marty Knight

7/5 Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm: + Janis Fry by Monica Mikeska
+ Maxie Roessler by Deborah Dokupil

7/6 Sunday 8:15 am: + Linda Hering by Pat Green Fuchs
+ Wilbert Mikeska by Bill & Carol Smetana

In your charity, please pray for: Homebound: Leora Hering.

Good health: A.J. Stermer, Bill Stock, Dorothy Haisler, Evelyn Richter, Buddy Roessler, Al & Lou Buckholt, Mary
Jane Underwood, Lindsey Pierce, Monica Mikeska, Holly Knecht, Rebecca Marek, Margaret Campbell, Barbara John-
son, Fr. Tom Chamberlain, Nickolas Jimenez.

Stewardship—June 22—$1705 Military Services—$150
Sanctuary Light—June 29-July 5—In Honor of Jared Shipman Birthday by Joe & Beatrice Mallory.

WE ARE IN NEED of a few new teachers for the upcoming REP 25-26 year. We are having a planning retreat on
Tuesday, July 8 from 6:00 pm—8:00 pm. Please come if you are interested. Call Shirley Hoelscher, 254-541-7950, if
you have any questions. Thank you for your support of all our youth!

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 30—Pre-Picnic Meeting—Parish Hall—6:30 pm—Everyone welcome.



