THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CYCLONE-MARAK
St. Joseph, Cyclone & Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Marak.
Mailing address: 20120 FM 485, Burlington, TX 76519... Phone 254 985-2280.
Email: cyclone.marak@gmail.com. Pastor: Rev. Ranjan Cletus

Web address: stjcyclone.org

The Sacraments

Baptism: Saturday after Mass. Please contact the pastor for scheduling a meeting with him; a preparation
program may be needed. Parents must be registered parishioners of St Joseph, Cyclone or Sts Cyril & Meth-

odius, Marak.
Confessions: SATURDAYS 4:00-5:00 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT.

Marriage: Couples planning to be married should contact the pastor at least six months in advance before
you set the date of wedding. Completion of required paperwork and a preparation program needed.

OCTOBER 5, 2025 27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“The Lord is good to those who hope in him, the soul that seeks him.” Lamentations 3:25

Between the disciples of Jesus and those whose faith is mostly performative, whose piety is a bit too much for show, there should be the
starkest difference. One should not be like the others; a Christian should act differently. That’s what this brief passage from Luke is about.
Taking in the broader context helps. Jesus has just told a parable about a rich man so enamored of his wealth, so isolated by it and so proud,
that he doesn’t see the beggar right outside his gate (Lk 16:19-31). Earlier he warned his disciples against being like those who were “lovers of
money” (Lk 16:14). He also warned them against “exalting” themselves (Lk 14:11). He warned them against worrying too much about the
things of the world (Lk 12:22). By a study of contrasts, Jesus drew the outline of a disciple — what the Christian looks like, how the Christian
acts. Which leads to the brief description of a disciple found in the few verses immediately preceding this Sunday’s passage. The disciple lives
a life free of scandal, not free from temptation but a life free of contradiction. The Christian also speaks the truth, rebuking even a brother if
he should sin. But the Christian also forgives, and forgives repeatedly, refusing to withhold forgiveness no matter what; “you must forgive,”
Jesus said. That’s what a disciple looks like, what a disciple does (Lk 17:1-4). That’s how the very next line, the opening line of this particular
Sunday’s passage, makes sense. “The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!"” (Lk 17:5) In those few short verses, Jesus set a very high
bar, and in reply the disciples beg for more faith. These words are perhaps exasperation as much as they are prayer. But Jesus does not lower
bar; he talks again about a mustard seed, this time making slightly different use of the image (Lk 17:6; cf. Lk 13:18-19). He doesn’t at all lessen
the moral demand of Christian life; he simply says to the disciples: Yes, that’s a good idea; you should pray for more faith.

But even with such faith don’t expect a pat on the back from Jesus just yet. What follows, you see, most people today would consider harsh
counsel. Simply to fulfill the basic moral commands of the kingdom — those commands iterated, say, at the beginning of the chapter — is not
to earn an extraordinary prize; it’s not even to feel able to expect one. Rather: “When you have done all you have been commanded, say, ‘We
are unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged to do.'” (Lk 17:10) That, Jesus suggests, is the proper disposition of the Chris-
tian, extreme humility just like that. But why is that? Why is the Lord so harsh here? We must remember that Jesus continues to draw the
sharpest lines of distinction between the pride of the religious elite — Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes and so on — and the necessary humility of
the Christian disciple. A disciple should explicitly not seek the higher place but instead the lowest place (Lk 14:10). The Christian should even
rejoice whenever he or she is reviled and persecuted (Mt 5:11-12). The Christian should seek to imitate in every instance the humility of Jesus,
how he “emptied himself, taking the form of the servant” (Phil 2:7). This is the theological reason behind Jesus’ seemingly harsh counsel. He’s
inviting his disciples to conform themselves to him, to the sacrificial Lamb who opened not his mouth (Is 53:7). It’s interesting to see how
some of the ancients interpreted such harsh counsel. St. Pachomius, for instance, intensified Jesus’ counsel here. “Should some brothers see
your ascesis and praise you for it,” he said, “say to yourself at once with tears, ‘My Lord Jesus, if they knew the impure deeds | have done...
they would not only not address me with words of praise, but they would not even wish to look on my face because of the stench of the sins |
have committed before the Lord."” This is maybe too harsh an application of Jesus’ teaching, unless perhaps you’re a desert monk. It remains,
however, effective against pride, one that if it’s true that in our own day we’ve wandered too far in the opposite direction, we may be wise to
reconsider. For me, however, a more interesting and ready application of Jesus’ harsh counsel is found in the Rule of St. Basil the Great. St.
Basil sees in this verse an openness to greater holiness and greater mystery. That is, the reason the Christian should consider himself or herself
an “unprofitable servant,” never considering the mission complete, is because our life in God is in fact never finished; that is, it is perfectly
fulfilled yet mysteriously never ended. St. Basil sees in this passage evidence that the Christian life is about “reaching for something greater.”
This too unveils something essential about what Jesus was trying to teach. The Pharisees, you see, were content to take pride in their status;
the Christian never does. And that’s because the Christian believes in the eternity of God’s heaven, that there is more to God’s reward than
the petty human status. But | have wandered off into the tradition! Back to the Bible, back to Luke. The lesson is simple: Be a humble servant.
Don’t be like those who take too much pride in themselves and their religious status. In fact, don’t worry about status at all. Just call yourself a
Christian and then act like one. That will be enough — this side of the resurrection at least.
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MINISTRIES

Saturday, October 11 Sunday, October 12

Communion: Jackie Green Communion: Andrew Brenek

Lector: Kristen Parker Lector: Michael Jahns

Altar Servers: Stumbaugh Family Altar Servers: K & H Hejl—S & L Jahns

Ushers: Volunteers Ushers: Russell Dolgener & Moody Glasgow
MARAK MASSES

UPCOMIING MASSES
10/5 Sunday 8:15 am: + Nancy Hubnik by Monica Mikeska 10/5 Sunday 10:15 am

+ Jerome Schoppe by Family
10/8 NO MASS

10/7 Tuesday 7:00 am: COMMUNION SERVICE
10/12 Sunday 10:15 am
10/9 Thursday 7:00 am: COMMUNION SERVICE

10/10 Friday 7:00 am: + Linda Hering by Pat Green Fuchs
+ Good Health for All by Charlie & Jackie Green

10/11 Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm: + Zachary Schneider by Kim & Derek Campbell
+ Gilbert & Pauline Wilde by Daniel & Linda Wilde

10/12 Sunday 8:15 am: + Mary Ortega by Rita Motl
+ Jerome Schoppe by Family

In your charity, please pray for: Homebound: Leora Hering. Good health: A. J. Stermer, Bill Stock, Dorothy Haisler, Evelyn
Richter, Buddy Roessler, Al & Lou Buckholt, Mary Jane Underwood, Lindsey Pierce, Monica Mikeska, Holly Knecht, Rebecca
Marek, Margaret Campbell, Barbara Johnson, Fr. Tom Chamberlain, Nickolas Jimenez.

Stewardship—September 28—$1745
Sanctuary Light—October 5—11—In Memory of Jerome Schoppe by Family.

BROTHERS, might God be calling you to be a priest? You are invited to Fishers of Men, a discernment event for men. Join
other single men, ages 14-49, for a day with Mass, adoration, talks on the priesthood, and an opportunity to enéoy fellow-
ship with priests, seminarians, and other men discerning their vocation. Fishers of Men will take place on October 11 at
9:00 am at St. Louis in Austin. Breakfast and lunch will be provided. There is no cost. You can find more information and
register at www.austinvocations.com.

PICNIC NEWS—Total number of plates sold—3379. A full report pertaining to our successful picnic will be out next
weekend.
UPCOMING EVENTS

September 23—October 28—Grief Ministry Program—St. Luke Catholic Church—Tuesdays 6:30—8:30 pm—$20 registration
fee—Registration forms available in the church entrance.

St. Luke, St. Mary, & Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Churches in Temple will all be offering the “Seasons of Hope” grief
ministry classes online for persons who cannot attend on site classes. Anxgaarlshloner who would like to take the classes
online should call or text Judy Hoelscher, grief ministry team member at 254-541-1902 or email . L
juydhoelscher51@gmail.com for registration information and class schedule. The classes will be offered via Zoom which is
an odnlldne communication platform.” Ms Hoelscher, who will be facilitating the classes, will offer connection assistance if
needed.

October 5—Fall Festival—St. Matthew’s in Rogers—Pulled pork meal—$15/plate—Dine in or drive thru—Serving at 11:00
am.

October 25—Rosary Retreat—St. Mary of the Assumption Church—Taylor—9:00 am—Lunch—Doors open 8:30 am—$20
registration per adult—Register & pay online by October 20 at AustinDCCW.org/events or make checks payable and mail to
ADCCW/Georgetown/Round Rock, c/\:) Dolly Hyzak, 1451 CR 352, Granger, TX 76530.

November 8—St. Mary’s Trust Fund—"Back to the 80’s Casino Night” - Christ the King Parish Hall—Belton—Doors open 6:00

pm— ticket—Each ticket admits one %erso_n—Must be 21 years old to be admitted—Heavy Hors d’oeuvres & beverages

provided—Live auction—Silent auction—Drawings for prizes—80’s attire encouraged—For questions call Luke Neiser at 512

L55"8-é61_2—l-\tll proceeds benefit Catholic Education at St. Mary’s Catholic School—For tickets go to www.smtrust.org. See
ulletin insert.

Altar Society News—During the month of October the Altar Society is collecting MONETARY donations for diapers for Our
Lady of Angels Maternity Shelter. Please place your donation in an envelope marked “Diapers” and place in offertory. The
Altar Society is still collecting monetary donations for baby wipes and personal care items for residents of Our Lady of Angels
Maternity Shelter. Please place your donation in an envelope and put in the offertory. Mark your envelope “Baby Wipes.”

October 12—Meeting following mass.




