THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CYCLONE-MARAK
St. Joseph, Cyclone & Sts. Cyril & Methodius, Marak.
Mailing address: 20120 FM 485, Burlington, TX 76519... Phone 254 985-2280.
Email: cyclone.marak@gmail.com. Pastor: Rev. Ranjan Cletus

Web address: stjcyclone.org

The Sacraments
Baptism: Saturday after Mass. Please contact the pastor for scheduling a meeting with him; a preparation
program may be needed. Parents must be registered parishioners of St Joseph, Cyclone or Sts Cyril & Meth-

odius, Marak.
Confessions: SATURDAYS 4:00-5:00 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT.

Marriage: Couples planning to be married should contact the pastor at least six months in advance before
you set the date of wedding. Completion of required paperwork and a preparation program needed.

JULY 13, 2025 15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for her young by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.”

“In the face of so much pain and suffering, our only course is to imitate the Good Samaritan,” Pope Francis wrote just a few
years back. These words, found in “Fratelli Tutti,” remain true and urgent as ever. He was talking about how in our connected
world, a world of global communication and commerce — our world of purchasable splendor and the supply chains that support
them, often labor exploitation too; also our online world of information and misinformation, love and hate — we mustn’t lose
sight of the humanity comprising our connectedness nor the moral responsibility we must own for one another both locally and
globally, in person and even on social media. We must not, Pope Francis said, elegantly shift our gaze from the poor and the
exploited, crushed underneath either inhuman economic systems or nature-denying ideologies, simply because if we honestly
accounted for the marginalized or, for example, the unborn, it would disturb us, disturb our pretty world, showing us that we
are not as moral as we like to think we are. No, Pope Francis said, we must see these brothers and sisters, all of them! We must
not turn our gaze away from such people even if seeing them makes us uncomfortable or calls into question our conventional
morality or is bad for profits. That’s what Pope Francis meant by saying our only moral option is to imitate the Good Samaritan.
He was, of course, simply iterating New Testament truth, the truth that faith without works is dead and that a person who
claims to love God while hating neighbor is a liar (Jas 2:17; 1 Jn 4:20). The point is we can boast all we want about our achieve-
ments and our knowledge, our success or our theology, but if none of it compels us to care for others, it’s basically a lie, rubbish,
no good at all. We must see others, even those we may not want to see, if we are to see God; that’s the point. Which is the first
lesson of the parable of the Good Samaritan found in Luke’s Gospel. The lawyer’s correct theology did not by itself matter. The
challenge was whether he wanted to live out the orthodox theology he proudly professed. “You have answered right; do this,
and you will live,” Jesus said to him (Lk 10:28). These are some of the most challenging words Jesus ever said to anyone, words
not simply of truth but words also of action. But again, the demand is that we followers of Jesus are the kind of people who can
see. We must be able to see the suffering, the poor, the vulnerable, our fellow human beings. But not just see, we must also see
with compassion.

For the story is clear: the priest and the Levite did in fact see the man on the side of road, beaten and half dead, it’s just they
saw him without compassion. They saw him and “passed by on the other side.” The Samaritan, on the other hand, “came to
where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion” (Lk 10:32-33). Then the Good Samaritan served him, caring for him at
his own expense; his seeing, his compassion and his charity materially benefitted a man who was to him a stranger, whom he
made his neighbor by the practice of tangible charity. Which is the point, that this sort of real love and real mercy should shine
like the sun on everyone, like God’s love and mercy does — shining through believers who dare to love beyond boundaries and
beyond fear. Or at least that’s the idea. Which is the unsettling question. In your life as a Christian is love simply an idea? As a
Catholic, are you merely sentimental? Is there no morality, no ethics, attending your belief or your devotion? Do you not serve
others or care for the poor at all? Are you proud of your Catholic belief, your grasp of theology, but never, say, volunteer? Have
you never thought about either the positive or negative effects of your participation in the economy? Have you never wondered
who makes all those affordable things you buy, never wondered about their wellbeing? There are plenty of people suffering on
the many sides of the many roads of today’s world, but do we see them? And further, do we care? If we are Catholics, we must
care. That’s why Pope Francis insisted we imitate the Good Samaritan. He was saying nothing different than what Jesus said to
that lawyer. “Go and do likewise,” Jesus said to him. Those words are meant for us too. But will we listen?

Bulletin Information: Cyclone: Nancy Posvar (254 913-2696) Marak: Anna Givens 512 809-9889)

Bulletin Deadline: Please call or send by email all info for the bulletin by Wednesday before the weekend!
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MINISTRIES

Saturday, July 19 Sunday, July 20

. . Communion: Sherry Kosel
Communion: Pauline Marek y

Lector: Letha Novosad Lector: Kayley Hejl

Altar Servers: Novosad Family Altar Servers: J Hoelscher—D Jahns—C Vrana—

Ushers: Volunteers H Cowen
Ushers: Brian & Brandon Kosel
UPCOMIING MASSES MARAK MASSES
7/13 Sunday 8:15 am: + Alice Stojanik by Fred Dach
+ Jerome Schoppe by Monica Mikeska 7/13  Sunday 10:15 am
7/15 Tuesday 7:00 am: + Ruth Doskocil by Danny & Jane Bruggman 7/16 Wednesday 5:30 pm

+ Stanley Motl by Rosemarie Schoppe
7/20 Sunday 10:15 am
7/17 Thursday 7:00 am: + Walter & Lucille Greener by Monica Mikeska
+ Maxie Roessler by Robert Ketterman

7/18 Friday 7:00 am: + Wilbert Mikeska by Bill & Carol Smetana
+ Jerome Orsag by Bill & Carol Smetana

7/19 Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm: + Albina Vrazel by Daniel & Linda Wilde
+ Rubin & Leona Gottschalk by Clyde Gottschalk

7/20 Sunday 8:15 am: + Lucille Stock by Knights of Columbus
+ Nancy Hubnik by Bernadette Bruggman

In your charity, please pray for: Homebound: Leora Hering.

Good health: A. J. Stermer, Bill Stock, Dorothy Haisler, Evelyn Richter, Buddy Roessler, Al & Lou Buckholt, Mary
Jane Underwood, Lindsey Pierce, Monica Mikeska, Holly Knecht, Rebecca Marek, Margaret Campbell, Barbara John-
son, Fr. Tom Chamberlain, Nickolas Jimenez.

Stewardship—July 6—$1785 Building Fund—$652

Sanctuary Light—July 13-19—In memory of Jerome Schoppe by Family.

WE ARE IN NEED of a few new teachers for the upcoming REP 25-26 year. Call Shirley Hoelscher, 254-541-7950, if
you have any questions. Thank you for your support of all our youth!

PICNIC NEWS

Picnic Raffle donation items are being accepted by Steve & Patricia Pechal or leave a message at 254-217-6622.

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 13 & 27—Bible Study following mass in Parish Hall—Foundations of Faith: A Journey Through the Catechism—
Everyone welcome.

July 15—KC meeting—7:00 pm.

July 26—St. Louis Catholic Church in Waco—RED-C Apostolate Family Retreat—This will be a powerful day of faith,
amily, and formation. This year’s theme is “Hope for the Family, Hope in Christ.” Enjoy dynamic talks from key-
note speakers Scott & Amy Latta engagln%forma_tlon for toddlers to teens, Confession and Mass, and unforgettable
family activities that will strengtﬁen your domestic church. Snacks, drinks, and lunch will be provided as well as a
nursery and childcare as needed for those ages 6 and under—$50 household_—9:00 am arrival—ends with 5:00 pm
mass—Register at redcradio.org/familyretreat25. Space is limited—don’t wait! See bulletin board for schedule.




